
 
 

 
AKUMAL ARTS FESTIVAL & RESIDENCY PRODUCTION STAFF  

 
Jennifer Smith, CEO Tortuga Escondida / Executive Producer 
 
With the purchase of Turtle Bay Café and Bakery, Jennifer and Bart Smith launched a restaurant and 
community hub that has nourished thousands of residents of and visitors to Akumal since 2003.  
 
Her leadership of the Akumal Arts Festival & Residency is a capstone of nearly 20 years of community and 
civic engagement. Among her philanthropic initiatives are: organizing regular spay/neuter clinics in Akumal 
Pueblo, spearheading ongoing animal rescue efforts, hosting annual fundraisers for Akumal’s Red Cross 
ambulance, and funding public lighting for safety and clean-up efforts.  
 
In 2015, Smith built the Tortuga Escondida Residency Center. Operational since 2016, the facility 
accommodates various types of arts and science residencies as well as wellness retreats.  
 
Erin Ko - Tortuga Escondida Creative Director / Co-Producer 
 
Erin Ko is a New York-based mixed media artist whose creative vision guides the arts festival. Serving as the 
event’s Creative Director and Co-Producer has enabled Ko to combine her long-standing love of Quintana Roo 
Mexico with her creative values of fostering collaboration and democratizing tools and art.  
 
Ko’s work has been exhibited internationally, including in London, Mexico City, Beijing, New York and Berlin. 
She is classically trained and has worked in video games and new media for 20 years. Some of those 
endeavors include time spent at Looking Glass Studios, Razorfish, and Blue Fang Games. When not in the 
studio, eKo, Ko spends most of her time randomly tripping around the world. You can learn more about her at 
www.erinkostudios.com.  
 
Jake Klone - Akumal Arts Festival Artist Director 
 
As the festival’s artist director, Jake Klone coordinates the artists and sponsors and will be a participating artist 
in the weekend’s events.  
 
He is a well-established graffiti/street artist from Leeds, England. Before moving to Akumal in 2015, Klone 
developed street art murals in his hometown and facilitated numerous youth workshops for organizations such 
as: the London 2012 Olympics, Tour de France, NHS Mental Health, the Leeds City Museum, Leeds Art 
Gallery and the Rugby League World Cup in 2013.  
 
Since moving to Mexico, Klone has developed a new style of painting that combines the influences of Mexican 
art and culture, with the lush natural jungle, where he lives with his fiancée and two children. Klone’s wall art 
can be seen all around Akumal. Check out his work here KLONISM 
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Paul Sanchez-Navarro - Director of Organizacíon Mexicana para la Conservacíon del Medio Ambiente 
(OMCA A.C.).  
 
Paul Sanchez-Navarro oversees the festival’s governance and citizen participation as related to natural 
resource management. Half Mexican and half United States American, Sanchez-Navarro’s life reflects the 
blend of both cultures as he works to better understand and contribute to the relationships between 
democracy, economic growth and environmental stewardship 
 
Sanchez-Navarro has worked for more than 20 years on environmental sustainability issues at the local, 
national and international levels. He has designed environmental policy strategies for non-governmental 
organizations and participated in national efforts to improve México's environmental policy framework. 
  
He has a master’s degree in International Relations and was the Policy Advisor with World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF International) in Switzerland after working for the WWF Mexico Program and Pronatura in 
Mexico City. In 2004, Sanchez-Navarro came to the Mexican Caribbean as the Director at Centro Ecológico 
Akumal (CEA). He was instrumental to the processes of creating the Akumal Wildlife Refuge and the Fish 
Refuge. Sanchez-Navarro also helped establish the Operation Wallacea Akumal residency site for summer 
field studies in the CEA dormitories. You can learn more about his work at www.omca.org.mx.  
 
Marti Johnston, M.F.A. - Tortuga Escondida Residency Center Director, Co-Producer 
 
Marti Johnston is the director of the Tortuga Escondida Residency Center and co-producer of the Akumal Arts 
Festival & Residency.  
 
Her history within the arts, making dances, performing, producing, presenting, educating and managing goes 
back to the late 1980’s in the San Francisco Bay Area. As key staff with the Dry Creek Arts Fellowship in 
Flagstaff, Arizona she was instrumental in the planning, development and presenting of Trappings of the 
American West, an annual fine art exhibition with community programming that included over 100 artists from 
around the USA.  
 
First arriving in Akumal, Johnston served as general manager of Yoga en Akumal, where she taught, built 
collaborative community relationships, and expanded the studio into a thriving year-round cornerstone for 
locals and visitors. Returning to Akumal, working to catalyze positive change through the arts and science in 
our community continues Johnston’s life-long mission working towards peace and transformation.  
 
Rena Gray - Artist Recruiter and Liaison 
 
Rena Gray is the Akumal Arts Festival’s artist recruiter and liaison. Her expertise comes from being an 
accomplished jewelry designer and singer-songwriter in her own right.  
 
Gray has designed jewelry for twenty years, creating handcrafted pieces for various stores and prestigious 
museum shops including the Smithsonian. As a singer-songwriter, Gray attended the acclaimed LaGuardia 
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High School of the Arts for voice and SUNY Purchase for Studio Composition. She has sung with various 
bands and recorded three albums.  
 
Having grown up in New York City she has always had an acute awareness of the street art of the day and its 
development over time. Her joy for exploring new neighborhoods and discovering artists as @walkinggirlnyc on 
Instagram has heightened her passion for this world. Immersing herself in the community, her network of 
artists, gallery owners, curators and patrons now spans globe. She continues to travel all over the country 
photographing countless different street art festivals and is thrilled to be a part of the Akumal Arts Festival in 
this new role. 
 
Kerra Bolton - Press Liaison 
 
Kerra Bolton is a freelance writer and award-winning journalist with two decades of combined experience in 
print, broadcast, and digital media. Bolton is a frequent contributor to CNN, as well as travel and lifestyle media 
outlets. She specializes in writing about politics, culture, and lifestyle topics. You can view her work at 
www.kerrabolton.com  
 
Prior to moving to Akumal in 2016, Bolton served as the Director of Communications, Outreach, and 
Oppositional Research for the North Carolina Democratic Party. Her strategic communications experience 
contributed to the state’s election of its first female governor and the creation of mobile-based tools and 
community events that connected voters with candidates and issues.  
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